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1. INTRODUCTION 

The success of the long line fishery has driven a rapid increase in the local 
commercial fleet and thus making our part quite difficult to handle, particularly in 
trying to reduce the continuous misuse of the system. The Fishermen Safety At Sea 
Radio Communication Network proceeded smoothly with its 24-hour service 
throughout June with no major problems. The tuna species have come back in 
season and the fishing trips were quite rewarding. There were no major problems 
for boats this month in spite of the bad weather conditions. On staffing, another new 
recruit in replacement of loane started on the 18th June 1998 which gave the base a 
crew of two new casuals and one staff. 

2. FISHING ACTIVITIES 

Long lining and trolling were the main fishing methods employed during the period. 
A total of 1,891 trips were undertaken by the 173 registered boats plus the 
remaining 47 unregistered and heaps beyond our notification which we believe were 
(and are) still operational but rarely reported to the BASE. Fishing activities 
concentrated around Samoa's fishing zone ranging between 24 - 50 miles off shore. 

3. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED 

There were no major problems except some common· ones which might have 
caused from carelessness like engine failure (but no spares), out of petrol, lines 
entanglement, no radio, flat battery, etc. etc. 

02nd June 1998 
Boat No: 194 
Owner: Ray Pereira 
Had engine problems as relayed at 2000hrs off Saleaula. Fishing boat #192 was 
around and gave a hand by towing it towards Mulifanua wharf. 

081h June 1998 
Boat No: 167 
Owner: Vaiolo Lawrence 
This boat does not have access to our radio system but only to the emergency 
channel (Ch 16). Master relayed message to base at 2330hrs, having engine 
problems off Leauvaa. Coordinating the rescue, the base informed the fishing boats 



around the area and boat #86, #37 and #109 lent a hand by alternately towing boat 
#167 and arrived at the Fisheries wharf at 0840hrs the following day. 

1Qlh June 1998 
Boat No: 207 
Owner: Sano Mafifa 
There was no report given to base all throughout the fishing trip until it needed help 
where it reported through the telephone at 1454hrs running short of petrol off Faleula 
on returning and it was drifting. The master was then contacted and since all boats 
were engaged in long lining further offshore, no boat was around to rescue this boat. 
The master on its own sent one boat with petrol and it got secured at 1800hrs. 

111h June 1998 
Boat No: 33 
Owner: Toeta Faapoi 
Reported having engine problems off Nuusafee but recovered afterwards at 161 0hrs. 
It then started to haul line but engine failed again at 2136hrs on returning. Fishing 
boat #73 was informed and it waited for this troubled boat around the same area. It 
managed to fix engine and got secured at 2303hrs. 

16th June 1998 
Boat No: 167 
Owner: Vaio/o Lawrence 
Did not report to base during the fishing trip until it again had its two engines both 
dead and was nowhere to turn. It informed the base through the telephone at 
0230hrs drifting off Faleo!o towards Savaii. There were no boats around the area 
since most got secured during that time of the morning. The master was then 
notified and he was on his two feet finding a way to rescue.his boat. 

25th June 1998 
Boat#: 199 
Owner: Vicky Aiona 
It reported to base when it departed for fishing on the 25th June at 0056hrs. It gave 
its second report at 0853hrs after setting line off Leulumoega. The third and last 
report was relayed at 1456hrs when it started to haul line. There was no other report 
until the following morning when the Police Department called up asking for 
information. An Australian boat which came around the area helped towing it 



ashore. The Nafanua was afterwards informed and it communicated with this boat 
before it proceeded with the rescue. A spare engine was provided for the distressed 
boat and it got secured after all. 

The misuse of the system was still observed being very monotonous despite of 
frequent advice and hidings given. There seem to be of little hope depending on the 
boat owners in reducing such through advising their crews as discussed and agreed 
upon during our previous meetings. Instead, we solely should have to effectively 
play all parts. 

4. FISHING BOATS INSPECTION AND REGISTRATION 

Since last month, a total bf 111 UsNea."1ts have been officially , . red with 
the Fisheries Division out of the 220 applications submitted. These means that• 
~ered during June and that~ oat or more are yet to be registered. 
Moreover, the 1997/1998 registration period ended on the 30th June with the 
1998/1999 registration period commencing on the 1st July. The fishing boats· safety 
inspection has now been handed over to the Ministry of Transport in which a Safety 
Certificate is to be presented to us when the boat is qualified for registration. It will 
be very much helpful in enforcing the regulations and making this part of registration 
more official. 

5. RADIO SALES AND REPAYMENTS 

The radio order of 20 larger and 10 hand held units have finally arrived on the 29th 

June and they are still with the Pro-com Systems undertaking check ups and 
programming. There are quite a number of people requiring radios this time but 
unlike before, these radios will be paid in full before we release them. Still on radios, 
arrangements have been made with the Treasury and Customs Departments 
regarding the outstanding costs of the previous radios to be deducted from the fuel 
rebates of several people concerned. 

The radios which have been taken to Pro-com for repair are yet to be returned. 
The previous order consistEd of 90 hand held radios and 10 spare batteries. 84 of 
these radios and 8 batteries were being purchased by the boat owners. There were 
no payments for this month and the table below summarizes the amount of cash 
received from radios and registration for July 1997 - June 1998 period. 



5.1 CASH RECEIVED FROM REGISTRATION AND RADIOS FOR JULY 1997 -JUNE 1998 
PERIOD 

Boat Deposits/Monthly Battery 
Month Registration Payments Sale Total 

1997 
July 1,000.00 8,500.00 9,500.00 
Auqust 450.00 8,000.00 8,450.00 
September 1,250.00 6,400.00 7,650.00 
October 350.00 9,900.00 10,250.00 
November 150.00 11,400.00 11,550.00 
December 250.00 8,700.00 8,950.00 
1998 
January 500.00 6,400.00 230.00 7,130.00 
February 450.00 4,570.00 920.00 5,940.00 
March 550.00 - 230.00 780.00 
April 300.00 - 300.00 
May 50.00 500.00 550.00 
June - 1,000.00 230.00 1,230.00 

TOTAL 5,300.00 65,370.00 1,610.00 72,280.00 

6. CONCLUSION 

The importance of the Safety at Sea Radio Communication Network is now widely 
recognized except for a number of inconsiderate people who still abuse it like one fly 
that can spoil the whole oil. We are happy to record June with no life half-lived or 
even lost. The base would like to acknowledge its gratitude to the various fishing 
boats which were always there to lend a hand in times of need. It has always been 
our initiative to learn from the past in order to accomplish the future. In all, we wish 
to thank everyone for cooperation and support and that we·still need it as always. To 
my BASE crew and not forgetting our main man, well done! 

Our quote for th is month," Knowing is not enough, we must apply. Willing is not 
enough, we must do." 

CHEERS! 


