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In its efforts to expand the culture range for this promising
species for marioulture, the Fisheries Division in 1985 imported 60,000 spats
(ndlmnl-) Mim&wodmmm“m (refer to Repart on

2 n Fagaloa Bay, dated 20 November 1985/Fesults and ocuments).

The 1984 Fisheries Annual Report records Mus:el spatfalls in the
Asau bay during that year, This is a positive indication of the viebility
of the project in this bay as mussel farming depends largely on natural
spatfall, Planeg include the re-introductiion of spats to Asau boy with
intension of Mablimns an/inoreasing natural hmodstee{l{c 'hi?? in turn b ,
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At present, the major problem creating the slow development of
this project, spart from funding, is the uwnreliable spat availability. It
was envisaged that the reintroduction of mussel to Asau be conducted at the
end of 1985 but unsvailability of epats from Tahiti made it imposeibles It
is believed that since natural spaifall has occurred in Asau, more introduo-
tions of mus=els would eventually lead to the establishment of a large
enough natural broodstock for the production of natural spats to be used
for transplanting intc other sites.

The project ad Solana still remains as was reported last year,
that isy no prawn post larvae were transferred to the grow-out pondse
The farm owner did not place any order in 1985 for juveniles but he has
indicated that some outside companies as well as individuals have expressed
interest in joint venture, Théis the farm at Solaua ooculd soon start oper=
ating again,

The site at Solaua is believed to be capable of supporting about
50 hectares of prawn farm considering the relstively flat land and water -
aveilability, In the initistion of the project, only three ponds (tot
ling to about 1.9 acres) were operational, Weork-on the ha.tohm
introduced prawm species at the Misheries Division at present, is
te broodstock maintenance and imtreduction, on & very mmall sc

backyerd aguaculture.




The suoccessful propagation as well as good initial growth rate
of this species in Western Samoa indicates ite potential as a foreign
exchange earner especially when overseas markets are available.

Backyard aqueculture demotes aguasculiure systems which are
desigmed for operation on house or oither small backyard land areas and
which can be a productive, satisfying experience when practiced for sube
sistence (i.e. mmall family-run operation which supplements the former's
food and possibly incame needs) or recreation (e.gs interest and enjoy=
ment

During the year 1985, a few locals expressed interest in back=-
ture, Omne orop farmer from inland Selani Felealili requested
for tilapia fry. He was supplied with fifty fry from the Figheries hroad= —
stock ponds, Another local was elso given 1,000 fresh water prawm post
larvee from the Fisheries hatlchery for ¥rials in a stream which rum&.

through his land,

4. FISH POISONING WITH CHLOROX

One of the most recent and rising problems as far as the reef
enviroment is concerned is the usage of chlorcx (household bleach) by
fishermen to obtain fish, This poses a threat not only to the fish
population (especially juveniles) but particulerly the corals which are
very susceptible to chemicals,

In efforts to establicsh an easy method of identifying ohlorom=
killed fishy the Fisheries laboratory staff conducted a series of experi=-
ments in the laboratoxy on the fresh-water fish, Tilapise AltLough the
results indicated possible visual characteristics which could be used for
identification, Wpp more experiments using marine fish and in situ are =
necessarys



