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The programme this year continued with the activities that were carried out during the previous
year. These included the re-investigation of the bottomfish resources, the exploration of fishing
grounds, tuna longline trials around FAD. With the bad weather prevailing at the end of 1993
and the beginning of 1994 the programme was prevented from taking regular trips. However a
total of ten trips were taken including the sea depth survey of the South West coastal area of
Savaii (Palauli-Falealupo) which took up two weeks involving two trips. Fishennen from the
nearby areas showed a lot of interest and they stayed with the survey team during most of the
survey period. This survey certainly assisted them with making land marks for bottomfish
fishing areas.

Future Activities'

• Conduct trials of new fishing gears (bottom long-line)

• Conduct long-line trials on the sea mounts North and West side of Savaii

• Conduct sounding survey on the North coastal area of Savaii

5. SURVEILLANCE

This programme has been a joined effort of the Police Department and the Fisheries Division.
Surveillance for illegal fishing using dectructive fishing methods (dynamite, cholorox and derris
plant) has been the task of the Police Force while the examination of fishes suspected to have
been caught by the use of dynamite etc comes under the duties of the Fisheries Division. A
Fisheries Officer has to stand in court to give evidence during trials of identified dynamite cases.
To monitor illegal fishing by Foreign Fishing Vessels (FFV) in our EEZ surveillance has been
taken care of by the patrol boat Nafanua. Aerial patrols has been assisted by the Australian and
New Zealand Royal Air Forces utilising their Orions aircraft. A Fisheries Officer is always
made available to accompany the aerial patrols as well as the patrols conducted by the Nafanua.
The Fisheries Officer assists in pointing out FAD positions and fishing grounds which are
frequently visited by FFV as well as the identification of catch when boarding od FFV is made.

Future Activities

• Continuation of activities from previous period

6. FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS LICENSING

A group of Taiwanese longline fishing vessels have been issued with foreign fishing licenses to
operate in pour Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). Thes elicenses are issued on an annual basis
(1 January-31 December) and needs to be renewed at the end of each licensing pwriod. In 1994,
a new company, Tropac Fishing Company, was also issued with four fishing licenses on
application to carry similar operations to the Taiwanese.

Number of Foreign Fishing Vessels licensed to fish in Western Samoa's EEZ during the period
are as follows:

Taiwanese
Tropac Fish. Co.

7. VEHICLES

1993
29

1994
26
4

Fee per Vessel
WST2,600
WST3,OOO
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Four vehicles were used for Fisheries Division activities which included operational and
develop ent activities. One of these vehicles was used for activities on Savaii and the rest were
based in Apia. All four vehicles were donated by USAID in 1992. Table 9 records details
pertaining to the use of the Fisheries Division vehicles operational during the year.

Xobk 9: Details on Fisheries Vehicle use during the 1993/1994 period

Vehicle Plate Location Type & Year of Source of Remarks
Number Model Purchase Funding

Govt.9031 Apia Isuzu double 1992 USAID Office
Administration cap pickup

Oovt.9029 Apia Isuzu single 1992 USAID Fish Landing and
Aquaculture & cap pickup Giant Clam
Research Trials projects

Govt9479 Apia IsuZll single- 1992 USAID FAD and
Exploratory cap pickup Exploratory
Fishin~ Projects

Govt9030 Asau Isuzu single- 1992 USAID Exploratory and

;~
cap pickup Fish Landing

Project & Office
purposes

8--:FISHINO BOATS

8.1 Tautai Matagalapala

The 23-ton fibreglass research fishing vessel, Tautai Matapalapala, is being maintained in
excellent condition. The vessel is equipped with a radar, depth finder, Global Positioning
patellite (OPS) and two telephone radios. During the period Tautai Matapalapala was used
mainly for deploying, maintenance and monitoring of FADs and in conducting exploratory
:fishing activities. A total of 27 trips carrying out various Fisheries work were undertaken.

8.2 Tautai lagani

Tautai Iapani is a 28-foot aluminium catamaran (alia) and is based at the Asau Fisheries Division
Sub-centre. It is powered by a 75 HP Mariner outboard motor. The vessel was used mainly for
conducting experimental fishing and served as the platform for demonstration of fishing
methods and training for Savaii fishermen.

9. FISHERMEN FUEL SUBSIDY

Fisheries Division continued to issue permits to locally registered fishermen for the purchases of
pre-mixed fuel for use on their fishing boats. The issuance of permits to fishermen for the
purchases of pre-mixed fuel entitles the fishermen for fuel subsidy. Table 10 summarises sales
of pre-mixed fuel by fishing base as taken from Fisheries Division reocords.

~
Table 10: Sale of pre-mixed fuel during the 1993/1994 period.

Area Fuel
(gals)

Consumption Subsidy by Govt

/
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Apia 1,138 39,978.90
Vaimauga 172 6,037.20
Luf.tlufi 53 1,860.30
Lefaga 19 666.90
Tanurnalala 375 13,162.50
Falealili 527 18,497.70
Siurnu 584 20,498.40
Apolirna 86 3,018.60
Aleipata 81 2,843.10
Savaii 755 26,500.50
TOTAL 3,791 133,064.10

The table indicates that most of the fishermen are based at the Apia area and nationally, most of
the fishermen are on Upo1u Island. One of the main contributing factors to this is the better
marketing avenues available on Upolu Island.

9. MECHANIC WORKSHOP

Services carried out at the workshop included:

1. Repairs of poutboard motors for fishermen at the rate ofWST$10.00
2. Minor repairs to weed-eater, water pump and generators for Fisheries Division
3. Operation of Crane for hire by Fishermen at the rate of WS$l0.00
4. Construction and assembling of FAD components
5. Conduct training of local fishermen for operation, care and maintenance of outboard

motor.
6. Provide repair services to Tautai Matapalapala.

~.
L-

Records of repair works carried out on outboard motors indicated that the majority of the
fishermen (95%) were using Yamaha 40HP model during this period. The remaining 5% was
made up of the Tohatsu 25HP/40 HP and Suzuki 15/30HP models.
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